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ages always aimed at in their building and dress, (simplex
munditiis) as well as their productions of wit. It is manifest,
that all new, affected modes of speech, whether borrowed
from the Court, the Town, or the theatre, are the first
perishing parts in any language, and, as I could prove by
many hundred instances, have been so in ours. The
writings of Hooker,1 who was a country clergyman, and of
Parsons2 the Jesuit, both in the reign of Queen Elizabeth,
are in a style that, with very few allowances, would not
offend any present reader; much more clear and intelligible
than those of Sir H. Wotton,3 Sir Robert Naunton,4 Osborn,5
Daniel6 the historian, and several others who writ later;
but being men of the Court, and affecting the phrases then
in fashion, they are often either not to be understood, or
appear perfectly ridiculous.

" What remedies are to be applied to these evils I have
not room to consider, having, I fear, already taken up most
of your paper. Besides, I think it is our office only to
represent abuses, and yours to redress them.

" I am, with great respect,

U Qjj.

"Your, &c."

1                                   The great Richard Hooker (1554-1600) author of the " Ecclesiastical
Polity."  [T. S.]

2                                   Robert Parsons (1546-1610) the famous Jesuit missionary, and the
author of a large number of works including the " Conference about the
next Succession " (1594).   Several of his books were privately printed
by him at a secret printing press, which he set up in East Ham with
the assistance of the poet Campion.   [T. S.]

3                                   Sir Henry Wotton (1568-1639) author of " Reliquiae Wottonianae,"
and the friend of John Donne.   He was Provost of Eton from 1624
until his death, and distinguished himself as a diplomatist.   To him is
ascribed the saying : " An ambassador is an honest man sent to lie
abroad for the good of his country."   [T. S.]

4                                  Sir Robert Naunton (1563-1635), Secretary of State in 1618, and
author of " Fragmenta Regalia " published in 1641.   [T. S.]

5                                     Francis Osborne (1593-1659) wrote "Advice to a Son " (1656-58),
a work that gave him a great reputation.   This work was issued with
his other writings in a collected form in 1673.   [T- S.]

6                                   Samuel Daniel (1562-1619) is said to have succeeded Spenseaas
poet-laureate.   In addition to his plays and poems (including a history
of the Civil Wars in eight books, 1595-1609) he wrote a History of
England, in two parts (1612-1617).   [T. S.]